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CITY OF VAN ALSTYNE  
 

  MINUTES 

City Council Meeting 

Van Alstyne Community Center 

262 N. Preston Ave 
 

Tuesday, February 12, 2013  

6:30 P.M.  
 

Members present:  Mayor Kim DeMasters, Jim Smith, John Jennings, Billy Plake and Kaaren 

Teuber. 

 

Staff present:  Frank Baker, Julie Fort, Jennifer Gould, Tim Barnes, Landon Smith, Steve 

White and Tracy Luscombe. 
 

AGENDA. 

 

1. Call to Order. Mayor DeMasters called the meeting to order at 6:32pm. 

 

2. Invocation. 

 

3. Pledges of Allegiance. (US and Texas) 

 

4. Citizens Communications. Jim Smith expressed concern regarding the hiring practices of 

city staff and advised Council should work toward what is best for the City.  Grant Poth 

expressed concern regarding street paving in the Greywood Heights subdivision as well as 

poor drainage. Thad Jennings expressed concern regarding the noise ordinance. He stated 

7:00am – 7:00pm, Monday through Saturday is normal for the area and the change would 

cut down on thefts in the area. 

 

 

        PUBLIC HEARINGS. 

 

5. None. 

CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

6. Approval of minutes from the January 8, 2013 regular meeting. Jennifer Gould advised 

Council of the correction needed in Ms. Teuber’s statement in item number 14.  Jim Smith 

made a motion to accept the minutes as presented with the correction to item number 14. 

Kaaren Teuber seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

REGULAR AGENDA (NON-CONSENT). 

  

7. Recognize Chief Barnes for his years of service to the Van Alstyne Police Department.  

Mayor DeMasters presented a plaque in recognition of Tim Barnes 20 years of service to 

the Van Alstyne Police Department. 

 

8. Consider and take any action necessary regarding a resolution approving the terms and 

conditions of a Criminal Justice Grant Application and authorizing the Chief of Police to 

submit application. Chief  Barnes advised Council of the purpose of the grant as it will 

fund a second dispatch console needed for redundancy. The first dispatch console was 

budgeted. Jim Smith asked if the purchase of a second console would reduce the cost of the 
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first to which Chief Barnes answered that the cost would not be changed as the first 

console has already been purchased. The second console will cost $23,689.40 and is the 

amount the grant will be seeking.  Mr. Smith asked if the purchase of the second console 

would require any City contribution to which Chief Barnes advised the grant will cover the 

entire cost of the second console. Kaaren Teuber asked if the grant was available during the 

budgeting process to which Chief Barnes advised it was not. The grant is funded by the 

state and was not made available until recently. Billy Plake made a motion to approve a 

resolution approving the terms and conditions of a Criminal Justice Grant Application and 

authorize the Chief of Police to submit the application.  Jim Smith seconded the motion 

and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

9. Presentation by the Chief of Police regarding the annual Racial Profiling Report. Chief 

Barnes presented the annual Racial Profiling Report to the governing body as required 

by the law and reported to the State of Texas.  Ms. Teuber asked why the report is 

titled “partial” to which Chief Barnes advised he was unsure why the state labeled it in 

this way. 
 

10. Consider and take any action necessary regarding approval of ordinance regarding filming 

in the City. Laura Dapkus addressed Council regarding the filming ordinance and advised 

this is a proactive approach similar to that passed by the City Council of the City of 

Whitewright. Passage of the ordinance has created a positive economic impact on their 

City. This would be welcoming for production of film, television and commercials. Mrs. 

Dapkus advised this is a great way to get publicity, investors and increased economic 

activity as the City would be registered with the Texas Film Commission. The ordinance 

gives a permit process and allows those looking into Van Alstyne, an idea of what they are 

working with as it lists guidelines adding the permitting process only applies to the use of 

streets and public property if they require use of these to be restricted for their project. Jim 

Smith advised he believes this will discourage low budget operations. Mrs. Dapkus 

clarified that the permit is only necessary under the ordinance if they block off City streets 

or property or use City resources. It also provides liability coverage if using City property.  

Melissa Arnold addressed Council and expressed concern that the ordinance would inhibit 

underground filming for area musicians. City Attorney Julie Fort clarified, a permit is only 

required if there is a need to close public property to which Mr. Smith advised this needs to 

be written in and clarified in the ordinance presented. Mr. Smith advised the ordinance 

needs to be revised to clarify what has been discussed. Billy Plake asked Mrs. Dapkus if 

there is a time frame for completion to which she advised it needs to be completed before 

spring so scouts from the Texas Film Commission can come to the area. Mayor DeMasters 

advised Council will table the issue to be more inclusive. Jim Smith motioned to table the 

item. Kaaren Teuber seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

11. Consider and take any action necessary regarding appointments to the Van Alstyne 

Economic Development Corporation Board of Directors. Mayor DeMasters advised 

Council that Arthur Atteberry was recommended for appointment by the EDC Board. Mr. 

Atteberry introduced himself to Council stating he has been a resident of the city since 

1999 and is a retired Collin County deputy. He said he would like to be instrumental in 

promoting the City. Mayor DeMasters advised Mr. Atteberry would be taking her seat on 

the board. Kaaren Teuber made a motion to appoint Arthur Atteberry to the Economic 

Development Corporation Board of Directors.  Billy Plake seconded the motion and the 

motion passed with Kaaren Teuber, Billy Plake and John Jennings in favor and Jim Smith 

abstaining. 

 

12. Consider and take any action necessary regarding authorizing advertisement of a 

Depository request for proposal. Frank Baker advised Council that City is required to have 

a depository agreement in place with a financial institution. The City has not had an 

agreement in place as it had expired in December 2008. Mr. Baker added he is interested in 
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giving all of the local financial institutions a proposal. Mr. Smith asked if approved, does 

this authorize the acceptance of bids and will it come back before Council for consideration 

at the next regular meeting.  Mr. Baker confirmed Mr. Smith’s question to be correct and 

identified the calendar of events listed in the RFP.  Mr. Smith asked who houses the 

majority of the City’s funds currently to which staff answered Texas Star Bank holds the 

City’s funds. Kaaren Teuber recommended going out for a two year agreement. John 

Jennings made a motion to authorize advertisement of a depository request for proposal. 

Billy Plake seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

13. Consider and take any action necessary regarding Van Alstyne’s Noise Regulation 

Ordinance No. 439. John Jennings stated he believed there may have been some 

misunderstanding last month regarding this issue as it does not have to do with mowing 

lawns rather the topic at hand is noise created by new home construction in a residential 

area disturbing current residents. He stated 10:00pm is not a reasonable hour to allow this 

work to be done. Mr. Jennings motioned to table the item and directed staff to change the 

hour to 9:00pm in the evening and add a clause addressing new home construction in 

residential areas with an allowable time of 7:00am to 7:00pm all days of the week. The 

motion died for lack of a second. Jim Smith made a motion to table the item for further 

discussion. The motion died for lack of a second. After discussion by and between staff 

and Council, it was agreed that the ordinance is to include a measureable decibel number as 

it relates to noise volume and adding a Section 2.10 addressing construction noise. 2.10 

should allow construction occurring on one’s own property to be permissible between the 

hours of 6:00am and10:00pm. If a commercial builder, construction is to be permissible 

between the hours of 6:00am and 8:00pm. Section 2.8 will address commercial 

construction or demolition work to be permissible between the hours of 6:00am and 

10:00pm. Jim Smith made a motion to table the item and have the discussed adjustments 

made and provided to Council early via e-mail to allow for comments prior to the next 

Regular Council Meeting.  Kaaren Teuber seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
In accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code (Open Meetings Law), the City Council may 

meet in a closed Executive Session pursuant to applicable laws. 

 

 

OPEN MEETING. 

 
Pursuant to Section 551.0415 of the Texas Government Code, the City Council may report on the following items:  

1) expression of thanks, congratulation or condolences, 2) information about holiday schedules, 3) recognition of 

individual, 4) reminders about upcoming city events, 5) information about community events and 6) announcements 

involving an imminent threat to public health and safety. 

 

14. Departmental Reports. Steve White advised the water system recently underwent a state 

inspection by TCEQ and zero violations were listed. Staff has repaired several main breaks 

and replaced several lines with multiple patches. Mr. White added that the orbitors at the 

wastewater treatment plant will be replaced next week and the ultra violet system the week 

after. Mr. White expressed gratitude to his crew and other staff for their assistance in the 

inspection process.  Tracy Luscombe advised the Library sent twenty one letters regarding 

sixty seven items for amnesty month and received eleven items back.  She added that Teen 

Council hosted a gaming tournament with seventy two people in attendance. 

 

15. City Manager’s Report. Frank Baker advised Council and citizens of the 2.62% CPI 

increase imposed by Republic for solid waste services as per their agreement with the City. 

The increase will be evident on the March 2013 residential bills and will remain a pass-

through fee. 
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16. Mayor and Council Closing Comments. Mayor DeMasters advised in all of her research 

regarding the responsibilities of the City Council she has found that the body serves three 

purposes, those being to set policy, set the annual budget presented by the City Manager 

and to hire and fire the City Manager. The Council is not to have anything to do with City 

staff or the employment of City staff. This is the responsibility of the City Manager and 

what he is hired to do. She stated she trusts the City has a Manager who will be responsible 

in his decision making. 

 

17. Adjournment. Jim Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:53pm. John Jennings 

seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Kim DeMasters, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Jennifer Gould, City Clerk 

 

 

 


