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CITY OF VAN ALSTYNE  
 

MINUTES 

Special Called City Council Meeting 

Van Alstyne Community Center 

262 N. Preston Ave 
 

Tuesday, May 21, 2013  

6:40 P.M.  
 

Members present:  Mayor Teddie Ann Salmon, John Jennings, Billy Plake, Russell Moore, 

Kaaren Teuber and Jim Smith. 

 

Staff present:  Frank Baker, Brenda McDonald, Jennifer Gould, Tim Barnes, Landon Smith, 

Steve White and Tracy Luscombe. 
 

 

AGENDA. 

 

1. Call to Order. Mayor Salmon called the meeting to order at 6:47 p.m. 

 

2. Invocation. Recited by Rev. Scott Holcomb-McLain, Pastor of the First Methodist Church, 

Van Alstyne. 

 

3. Pledges of Allegiance. (US and Texas) 

 

4. Citizens Communications. None. 

 

 

        PUBLIC HEARINGS. 

 

5. None. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

6. Approval of minutes from April 9, 2013 regular meeting. Kaaren Teuber made a motion to 

approve the minutes as presented. Billy Plake seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

REGULAR AGENDA (NON-CONSENT). 

  

7. Presentation of GO TEXAN Certified Retirement Community designation. Darrell 

Dean presented the GO TEXAN Certified Retirement Community designation to Kim 

DeMasters on behalf of Texas Department of Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples. 

 

8. Consider and take any action necessary regarding amendments to the Van Alstyne 

Community Development Corporation Bylaws. Mayor Salmon advised she and City 

Manager Baker would like to request that Council table the item but asked for amendment 

recommendations. Kaaren Teuber questioned changes suggested by the CDC. Kanita 

Larkins provided Council with electronic mail communications between herself and the 

City Attorney regarding the changes.  Russell Moore made a motion to table the agenda 

item.  Billy Plake seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
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(Alderman Jim Smith arrived during Agenda Item No. 9 discussion) 

 

9. Discussion pursuant to an agenda request for the following: 

 

a) Fencing in SFH Zoning 

b) Water drainage in Greywood Heights 

c) Price for City water increase and history of City water not meeting standards 

Grant Poth addressed Council regarding his concerns about his street paving and who 

is responsible for the maintenance and repair of the street. Mayor Salmon advised Mr. 

Poth that discussion will be limited to the items listed on the agenda.  Mr. Poth 

discussed water drainage in his subdivision to which Steve White advised the easement 

for drainage is ten feet wide and is compromised by farmers plowing and pushing dirt 

into the drainage. Mr. White added that stagnant water is treated with larvicide to 

lessen the mosquito infestation. Mr. Poth asked for an explanation on the fencing 

requirements to which Ms. Gould provided the fencing requirements and permit 

documents. Mr. Poth questioned a pamphlet he had acquired that states that the City of 

Van Alstyne’s water supply comes from Lake Lavon which is not true. He added that 

the City’s water supply has not met quality standards for years and the City has paid 

fines to the state and “swept it under the rug” to which Mr. White advised the City has 

received violations in operational procedures, not water quality.  

 

10. Consider and take any action necessary regarding authorizing the Mayor to sign a 

resolution adopting a rate review mechanism agreement with Atmos Energy. Terry 

Tombaugh with Atmos Energy addressed Council regarding the requested renewal of 

the RRM which was in place for five years with non-coalition cities. It was identified 

that RRM worked better than the rate case. Mr. Tombaugh asked the Council to 

approve the resolution adopting the RRM for five years. Russell Moore asked what the 

disadvantage is with the RRM to which Mr. Tombaugh advised the legal costs are less 

and does not have to be filed annually. This saves customers on their gas rates because 

the legal costs would ultimately have to be passed along to them. John Jennings asked 

if this deals strictly with the transport of gas to which Mr. Tombaugh answered, yes we 

are dealing with transport of gas. Mr. Jennings asked if the City can go out for bid on 

gas to which Mr. Tombaugh advised it would not be feasible for cities to look at a third 

party provider. Mr. Jennings asked if there is a deadline to pass the resolution to which 

Mr. Tombaugh advised it would need to be passed and approved by July 15, 2013. Jim 

Smith made a motion to table the item. John Jennings seconded the motion and the 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

11. Consider and take any action necessary consenting to removal by Mayor of Park Board 

member for excessive absences and if approved give direction to staff on procedures 

for filling vacancies. This action was facilitated by former Mayor Kim DeMasters prior 

to the completion of her term. Mayor Salmon requested that Council table the item 

until the next meeting and recommended adopting a uniform procedure for dismissal of 

appointed board members. Jim Smith made a motion to table the item. Kaaren Teuber 

seconded the motion and the motion failed with Jim Smith and Kaaren Teuber in favor 

and John Jennings, Russell Moore and Billy Plake opposed. Mayor Salmon advised 

that she would like a uniform procedure that would provide for written notice when a 

member has two consecutive absences. Upon a members third consecutive absence 

they would be automatically dismissed and the City would not depend on one 

volunteer to dismiss another. This would require no further action. John Jennings 
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agreed that a uniform procedure moving forward is feasible for future consistency. Mr. 

Jennings added that according to the laws currently in place and referencing the 

communications provided by Vicky Cupit, the Council should act as asked. Kaaren 

Teuber advised the individual did not receive notification that he was appointed to the 

board therefore he was unaware that his attendance was required.  Upon review of the 

e-mail communications, Mr. Jennings advised it seems evident that the individual 

knew he was a member of the board and was being negligent in not attending. Russell 

Moore pointed to the e-mail communications where the individual expressed that he 

was still interested in serving on the board in July of 2012. Ms. Teuber asked if there is 

documentation naming the individual as a member of the board to which Mr. Jennings 

pointed to the e-mail communication where it was implied that the individual was 

aware of his appointment. John Jennings made a motion to consent to remove Adam 

Wise from the Parks and Recreation Board due to failure to attend meetings as required 

by current regulations. Billy Plake seconded the motion. Ms. Teuber asked if the 

Council will do the same for the Library Board to which Mr. Jennings answered, if it is 

presented to the Council, yes. The motion passed with John Jennings, Billy Plake and 

Russell Moore in favor and Jim Smith and Kaaren Teuber opposed.   

 

12. Consider and take any action necessary regarding an ordinance repealing Ordinance 

No. 483 as it relates to unsafe buildings. Mayor Salmon advised Council it has been 

recommended by the City Attorney that this item be tabled as the agenda is not worded 

sufficiently. Billy Plake asked, what is the purpose of amending Ordinance No. 483? 

Mr. Baker advised legal counsel advised changes are necessary to facilitate 

condemnation of unsafe buildings. Mr. Plake expressed concern regarding occupied 

homes that do not meet code and not wanting to force residents from their home. Jim 

Smith made a motion to table the item. John Jennings seconded the motion and the 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

13. Discussion regarding the City of Van Alstyne Street Assessment. Len McManus 

presented Council with an assessment of City streets. John Jennings asked if it is 

known that there are issues with the base as this was a surface assessment to which Mr. 

McManus advised that potholes and alligator cracks indicate there are issues with the 

base of the streets.  Mr. White advised the cost shown includes improvements to the 

base. Mr. White advised he would like every section of town have some improvement 

to the severe damage. It is of great concern and the longer we wait the more the streets 

will deteriorate. Mr. Smith asked if the sales tax money designated for streets will be 

seen this year to which Mr. Baker advised it should be received monthly beginning 

October 2013. Mr. Plake asked if the life of the streets chip and sealed a few years ago 

has been determined to which Mr. White advised that the base was not rehabilitated 

when surface repairs were done a few years ago so the life of the improvement is 

shorter. Also, water and wastewater line repairs have damaged repairs. Mayor Salmon 

asked if the status of the lines in the roadway can be evaluated before street repairs take 

place to which Mr. White advised it is a possibility however the City does not have the 

proper equipment. Mr. Plake asked if the revenue is coming in to replace water and 

wastewater infrastructure to which Mr. White advised it is hard to determine as he is 

working to improve twenty five years of mistreatment. 
. 

15. Departmental Reports. Jennifer Gould advised Council as a part of financial transparency 

the City’s check register is now available for review on the City website. Chief Tim Barnes 

advised the new dispatch console is in place and staff is working on consolidating warning 

sirens and adding them into the console. Interim Fire Chief Landon Smith advised Council 

the Department is hosting a Teddy Bear Hospital May 22, 2013 from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 
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p.m. to help kids become more comfortable with EMS workers and gain an understanding 

of what they do. Steve White advised Council that he is continuing to make improvements 

at the Wastewater Treatment Plant. Tracy Luscombe advised Council that Library staff is 

getting ready to kick off a busy summer of activities. 

 

16. City Manager’s Report. Frank Baker advised Council that staff is now working on the 

fiscal year 2014 budget. Mr. Baker added that he is working with Mr. White and Grayson 

County on bids for road repairs and bids for roof repairs at City Hall as the recent rain has 

exposed three significant leaks. 

 

17. Mayor and Council Closing Comments. Russell Moore thanked everyone and added that 

he looks forward to working with everyone on Council. Mr. Moore also expressed thanks 

to City staff. John Jennings welcomed Russell Moore and Teddie Ann Salmon and advised 

that he looks forward to working with them. Mr. Jennings expressed thanks to Mr. White 

for doing an excellent job. Kaaren Teuber asked what the City is doing to let citizens know 

what shelters there are available as well as the City’s emergency plan to which Mr. Baker 

advised the City’s emergency plan was incorporated into the County’s plan and the City 

now works within the County’s plan. Mr. Baker encouraged everyone to sign up for Code 

Red notifications. Within the County’s plan there are areas identified for safety and shelter. 

Mr. Baker added City staff has received preparedness training. Mayor Salmon expressed 

appreciation for attendance adding that she plans to promote our government and bring 

unity and a positive atmosphere to the City.   

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
In accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code (Open Meetings Law), the City Council may 

meet in a closed Executive Session pursuant to applicable laws. 

 

14. Convene into executive session pursuant to Section 551.087(1) and (2) [Economic 

Development Negotiations] to discuss Project Armadillo.  

Council convened into executive session at 8:16 p.m.  

 

OPEN MEETING. 
Pursuant to Section 551.0415 of the Texas Government Code, the City Council may report on the following items:  

1) expression of thanks, congratulation or condolences, 2) information about holiday schedules, 3) recognition of 

individual, 4) reminders about upcoming city events, 5) information about community events and 6) announcements 

involving an imminent threat to public health and safety 

 

Council reconvened into open session at 9:44 p.m. 

 

18. Adjournment. Kaaren Teuber made a motion to adjourn at 9:44 p.m. Billy Plake seconded 

the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Teddie Ann Salmon, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Jennifer Gould, City Clerk 

 


