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CITY OF VAN ALSTYNE  

 
 

MINUTES 

Special Called City Council Meeting 

Grayson College South Campus 

1455 W Van Alstyne Pkwy 

 

Monday, March 17, 2014  

6:30 P.M.  
 

Members present:  Mayor Teddie Ann Salmon, Billy Plake, Kaaren Teuber, Russell Moore, 

Jim Smith and Robert Jaska. 

 

Staff present:  Frank Baker, Jennifer Gould, Julie Fort, Tim Barnes, Landon Smith, Steve 

White and Tracy Luscombe. 
 

AGENDA. 

 

1. Call to Order. Mayor Salmon called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 

 

2. Invocation. Recited by Russell Moore. 
 

3. Pledges of Allegiance. (U.S. and Texas) 

 

4. Citizens Communications. Billy Plake expressed concern regarding the use of 

“Mayors Comments” at the February 11, 2014 meeting. Mr. Plake also expressed 

concern that the item regarding agenda requests is not on the March 17, 2014 

agenda as well as the untrue statement made by a Council person regarding Mayors 

having offices in City Halls across the state and the information being collected 

from Texas Municipal League. Mr. Plake advised he contacted the Texas 

Municipal League and they do not have a record of such information. 
 

 

        PUBLIC HEARINGS. 

 

5. None. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

6. Approval of minutes from the February 11, 2014 regular meeting and February 28, 

2014 special called meeting. All corrections submitted prior to the meeting have 

been implemented. Jim Smith made a motion to approve the minutes with 

corrections previously submitted. Billy Plake seconded the motion and the motion 

passed unanimously. 
 

REGULAR AGENDA (NON-CONSENT).  

 

7. Presentation of certificate of appreciation to Councilman John Jennings. Mayor 

Salmon and Frank Baker presented a plaque to John Jennings in appreciation for 

his contribution to the City of Van Alstyne while he served as a city alderman. 
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8. Consider and take any action necessary regarding the 2012-2013 Fiscal Year Audit 

presented by Susan LaFollett of LaFollett & Abbott, PLLC. Susan LaFollett 

presented the fiscal year 2012 – 2013 audit of the City’s financials. Discussion was 

held regarding the audit report, presentation and recommendations. Jim Smith 

made a motion to accept the 2012-2013 fiscal year audit presented by Mrs. 

LaFollett. Russell Moore seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

9. Consider and take any action necessary regarding adopting a resolution presented 

by the Parks and Recreation Board, recognizing the Van Alstyne Sports Authority 

(VASA) as a preferred league for youth sports in the City of Van Alstyne. Gary 

Evans addressed Council and advised that the Sports Authority would like to have 

the resolution approved to insure their investment in the City’s fields are protected. 

Mr. Evans also advised that VASA would like to take over scheduling the use of 

the fields they maintain. Jim Smith asked about fees collected to which Mr. Evans 

advised that excess revenue collected goes into the general VASA account and is 

put back into the fields. Mr. Smith asked who would be negatively affected by the 

adoption of the resolution to which Mr. Evans advised most people understand 

because they have worked with VASA historically. Mr. Evans added that the 

organization is working with the Parks and Recreation Board toward a fee schedule 

that will bring in revenue for the City to assist with maintenance. Mayor Salmon 

asked how many members are on the VASA committee to which Mr. Evans 

advised the board has grown to include about thirteen members. Billy Plake asked 

if there are other local sports organizations to which Mr. Evans answered no. 

Russell Moore asked if VASA will be open to audit of their funds to which Mr. 

Evans advised that VASA is open and glad to show the expenses incurred on fields 

and City facilities. Robert Jaska advised that anything the City can do to support 

the youth is great. Kaaren Teuber added that this is important to the youth and a 

great approach. Jim Smith made a motion to adopt the resolution as presented. 

Kaaren Teuber seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

10. Consider and take any action necessary awarding a bid and authorizing City 

Manager to execute a contract to purchase $973,083.20 of vehicles and equipment 

for the Public Works Department from Government Capital Corporation. Frank 

Baker introduced the purchasing contracts to acquire vehicles and equipment 

advising that Public Works is ready to move forward on the loan approved by the 

fiscal year 2014 budget. Mr. Baker advised that staff took Council’s 

recommendation to purchase two diesel four-by-four vehicles, one four-by-two 

vehicle and one vacuum truck and identified that the loans being requested is under 

what was originally requested and budgeted. Billy Plake asked to have the interest 

rate identified. Mr. Baker advised he was unable to recall the percentage and agreed 

that it should be identified in the documents. Therefore Mr. Baker recommended 

tabling the item to have the interest rate identified in the documents. Jim Smith 

made a motion to table the item until the April meeting. Kaaren Teuber seconded 

the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

11. Consider and take any action necessary regarding adopting resolutions to enter into 

financing agreements for the acquisition of vehicles and equipment for the Public 

Works Department. Kaaren Teuber asked who on staff recommended passage of 

the resolutions as is stated in the agenda communication provided to Council. Frank 
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Baker identified that the he and Steve White recommend passage of the resolutions.  

Jim Smith made a motion to table the item until the April meeting. Robert Jaska 

seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

12. Consider and take any action necessary regarding adopting an Ordinance setting the 

dates, time and place for the public hearing to consider updates to the Land Use 

Assumptions (LUAs), Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and Water and Wastewater 

Impact Fees amendments. Len McManus of McManus & Johnson, the City’s 

contract engineers introduced the ordinance presented to Council advising that it is 

related to the impact fees review requested during budget. Mr. McManus added 

that passage of the proposed ordinance will start the process of modifying the 

impact fees. Kaaren Teuber asked who on staff recommended passage of the 

ordinance as is stated in the agenda communication provided to Council.  Mayor 

Salmon identified that passage is recommended by Steve White and Frank Baker. 

Ms. Teuber asked if the meeting in May will be at the College rather than the 

Community Center to which Mayor Salmon advised that the availability of the 

Community Center cannot be speculated and the location needs to be identified in 

the ordinance. Robert Jaska made a motion to adopt the ordinance as presented. 

Russell Moore seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
  

13. Consider and take any action necessary regarding appointment of a capital projects 

committee to determine eligible projects. This committee is typically comprised of 

the Planning and Zoning Commission and a representative of the real estate or 

development community and the extra territorial jurisdiction. Mayor Salmon 

recommended to Council that the Planning and Zoning Commission and Bill 

Benton be appointed to the Capital Improvement Advisory Committee. Julie Fort 

advised Council that the Advisory Committee is required to modify impact fees. 

Jim Smith made a motion to appoint the members as recommended by Mayor 

Salmon. Robert Jaska seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
14. Consider and take any action necessary regarding passage of an Ordinance 

repealing Ordinance Nos. 446 and 699 and Section 2 of Ordinance No. 707 setting 

rules, regulations, procedures, rates and fees for Utility Services provided by the 

City of Van Alstyne.  Kaaren Teuber asked if the City is still going to offer 

“vacation status” to which Jennifer Gould answered that it has not been offered for 

several years however a deposit can be maintained and when an account holder 

requests service to be reinstated they would need to submit a new application with 

no additional deposit required. Ms. Teuber asked about section nine of the 

proposed ordinance as it states that “the city shall not be liable for any damage”. As 

an example of where this may cause a problem Ms. Teuber advised that the City 

did not require Romano’s to install a grease trap which causes sewage issues for 

neighbors and asked if there is something the city requires to eliminate this 

problem. Frank Baker advised that a grease trap is not required for a self-contained 

oven. Steve White advised that there is not a lot of grease in the line when it has 

been flushed adding that the issues there are primarily due to decaying lines. Billy 

Plake advised that some of the fees listed in the ordinance were not changed to 

reflect the new rate discussed. Julie Fort advised that the change can be done at 

Council’s direction. Billy Plake made a motion to approve the ordinance with all 

rates incorporating the new rate as the monthly minimum, volume and connection 
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rates as previously adopted. Russell Moore seconded the motion and the motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

15. Consider and take any action necessary regarding passage of an Ordinance 

amending Section 3 of Ordinance No. 707 regarding credits to utility bills. Robert 

Jaska introduced the updated refund spreadsheet and described the needed changes. 

Len McManus advised that the refund is based on user consumption and includes a 

more fair distribution in consideration of consumption, location and meter size. Mr. 

McManus added that the nondiscretionary refund was inaccurate. Mayor Salmon 

clarified that this proposal does not simply consider the dollar amount difference 

and requested to see a true comparison of the old rate and the new rate considering 

the consumption for each account. Mr. Jaska advised he recommends modifying 

the refund discussed previously and have additional calculations as the Mayor 

requested. Ms. Teuber questioned if the refund estimate includes the increased 

sewer rates charged. Mr. Jaska advised that clarification will be provided as to 

whether or not the increased sewer charges are included in the refund estimate. Jim 

Smith asked who decided not to do as Council directed and decided to bring it back 

to Council. Mr. Baker advised that Council agreed to develop ordinances to do the 

refund and combine all water ordinances into one. Mr. Jaska and Mr. McManus 

discussed the refund and its structure after the February meeting. Mr. Baker 

clarified that the action Council took was to accept Mr. Jaska’s proposal. Mr. Jaska 

met with Mr. Baker and advised that he would like to take the refund back to 

Council for their consideration. Mr. Smith advised that all options should be 

provided initially and advised that the City Attorney should guide the City Council 

to effectively execute their job. Mr. Plake clarified that staff came back to Council 

when a problem was identified and added that he would prefer this course of action 

rather than implementing a refund that is flawed. Mr. Baker advised Mr. Smith that 

he should hold critical comments for executive session. Mayor Salmon advised Mr. 

Jaska explained that when he did his original proposal all of the information was 

not available to him and that he has worked with Mr. McManus on the proposal 

presented. Mayor Salmon suggested that the refund be brought back with Mr. 

Jaska’s original proposal, the proposal presented at this meeting and one that 

identifies the exact amount of the increase. Mr. Smith advised he would be in favor 

of this on the condition that the refunds are applied in a forty-five day timeframe. 

Mayor Salmon advised that refunds would be done expediently but a specific 

timeframe may not be feasible.  Mr. Smith asked what Mr. Jaska would like to do 

as it is his presentation. Mr. Jaska advised that he would like to do as Mayor 

Salmon suggested.  Robert Jaska made a motion that staff bring the refund back for 

consideration with the three proposals discussed and recommended by Mayor 

Salmon.  Kaaren Teuber seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

16. Consider and take any action necessary regarding a request by Frank Walker and 

Ted Haggblade to abandon an alleyway in Block 15 of the Original Town Plat at 

the intersection of E. Jefferson St (FM 121) and Sherman St. Jennifer Gould 

requested that this item be tabled to allow for the requestor to submit additional 

paperwork.  Jim Smith made a motion to table the item until the paperwork is 

submitted. Kaaren Teuber seconded the motion and the motion passed 

unanimously. 
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17. Consider and take any action necessary regarding approval of an ordinance to 

abandon an alleyway in Block 15 of the Original Town Plat at the intersection of E. 

Jefferson St (FM 121) and Sherman St requested by Frank Walker and Ted 

Haggblade. Jennifer Gould requested that this item be tabled to allow for the 

requestor to submit additional paperwork.  Jim Smith made a motion to table the 

item until the paperwork is submitted. Kaaren Teuber seconded the motion and the 

motion passed unanimously. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
In accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code (Open Meetings Law), 

the City Council may meet in a closed Executive Session pursuant to applicable laws. 

 

18. All items below for Executive Session: 

 

 

a. Convene into executive session pursuant to Section 551.071 to consult with city 

attorney regarding security at public meetings. 

 

 

Council convened into executive session at 9:10pm. 

Council reconvened into open session at 9:25pm. 

 

 

OPEN MEETING. 

 

 

19. Departmental Reports. Chief Barnes advised of Riley Sprowl’s return home and invited all 

to attend as the Police Department escorts him through the City and home at approximately 

11:30am, March 18, 2014.   

 

20. City Manager’s Report.  Frank Baker advised Council of the status of the Community 

Center. A Texas Municipal League representative advised of issues and the extent of 

damage. TML sent their engineer to evaluate the damage as well and he identified more 

damage and said the roof and support need to be completely removed and replaced. Mr. 

Baker also advised Council that the City was awarded the Gold Circle Leadership Award 

for Financial Transparency from the State Comptroller’s Office. 

 

21. Mayor and Council Closing Comments. Russell Moore thanked staff for their work on the 

audit. Kaaren Teuber said bravo on the Comptrollers award as transparency is important. 

Mayor Salmon expressed the same. 

 

22. Adjournment. Jim Smith made a motion to adjourn at 9:35pm. Kaaren Teuber seconded the 

motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

 
 

       _______________________________ 

       Teddie Ann Salmon, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Jennifer Gould, City Clerk 

 


