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CITY OF VAN ALSTYNE  
 

MINUTES 
City Council Meeting 

Van Alstyne Community Center 
262 N. Preston Ave 

 
Tuesday, July 14, 2015  

6:30 P.M.  
 

Members present:  Mayor Larry Cooper, Billy Plake, Timmerle Kelly and Robert Jaska. 
 
Staff present:  Frank Baker and Jennifer Gould. 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Call to Order.  Mayor Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 
2. Invocation. 

 
3. Pledges of Allegiance.  U.S. and Texas. 

 
4. Citizens Communications.  Taylor Penn addressed Council and expressed concern regarding the 

water service on his lot.  It was assumed that a main existed to service the lot however one does 
not.  Mr. Penn advised that he is being required to get water to the lot rather than the City 
providing water.  

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
5. Conduct a Public Hearing regarding a request by the owner/agent of 14.320 acres of the property 

described as being a part of the James McKinney Survey, Abstract No. 770, being a part of the 
43.976 acre tract of land conveyed by Warranty Deed from Mont Hendricks, Joanne Davidchik 
and Sandra Watkins, to Felix Land Partners, L.P., on November 29, 2007, recorded in Volume 
4367, Page 337, Official Public Records, Grayson County, Texas to rezone a portion of the 
property from the current zoning of SF – 1 (Single Family Residential District) to P.D. (Planned 
Development). The property described above is located on the north side of Blassingame Ave and 
South of Greywood Drive.  Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing at 6:34 p.m.  Mayor 
Cooper advised of the issues at hand with the most recent draft of the proposed zoning ordinance.  
Scott Johnson clarified that he did not receive the latest draft until late Friday, July 10, 2015 but 
was very disappointed at the changes made.  Mr. Johnson said that the requirement to improve 
Blassingame and provide for the extension of Greywood was never discussed in prior meetings.  
Julie Fort asked Mayor Cooper to allow her to educate the public on development not as a 
rebuttal but to put everything into perspective.  Mayor Cooper advised the public that a reduction 
in the allowed stucco coverage and an increased roof pitch are the two major issues with the 
proposed zoning ordinance. The other concern is the required roadway improvements.  Mrs. Fort 
advised that the Subdivision Ordinance, adopted in 2002, requires that developers pay the cost of 
expansion and infrastructure.  This is not a new concept and requires the developer to pay rather 
than the current tax payers.  There being no further comment the Public Hearing closed at 6:58 
p.m. 
 

6. Conduct a Public Hearing regarding the 2014 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report.  Mayor 
Cooper opened the Public Hearing at 6:59 p.m.  Steve White advised of the City’s requirement to 
issue the annual report.  Mr. White pointed to two violations listed in the report advising that they 
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are due to errors relating to paperwork.  Staff is diligent in verifying that TCEQ receives 
documentation.  There being no further comment the Public Hearing closed at 7:00 p.m. 
 

7. Conduct a Public Hearing regarding the Van Alstyne Community Development Projects for 
improvement of the following: $12,260.00 to Dorothy Fielder Memorial Park; $2,756.00 to North 
Park; $46,660.00 to Forrest W. Moore Park; and $4,000.00 to Wilson McKinney Park-- for a 
grand total of $65,676.00.  Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.  Kanita 
Larkins addressed Council regarding the proposed projects identified by the Parks and 
Recreation Board.  Mrs. Larkins added that she is working with the Parks and Recreation Board 
President to seek grant funding as the Community Development Corporation proposes to fund 
$50,000.00 of the project.  There being no further comment the Public Hearing closed at 7:06 
p.m. 
 

8. Conduct a Public Hearing regarding adoption of an Ordinance adopting a new Subdivision 
Ordinance which includes, but is not limited to, General Provisions (including the adoption of a 
City Design Manual), Procedures for Plat Approval including administrative plats, preliminary 
plats, final plats, replats, miscellaneous plats and abandonments and planned development 
districts, Design and Construction Standards, Apportionment and Legal Provisions including 
Penalty, Severability and Repealing clauses and an Effective Date and adopting the City Design 
Manual.  Mayor Cooper opened the Public Hearing at 7:06 p.m. There being no comment, the 
hearing was closed at 7:08 p.m. 
 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

9. Approval of minutes from the June 9, 2015 regular meeting. Timmerle Kelly made a motion to 
approve the minutes as presented.  Robert Jaska seconded the motion and the motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
10. Hear a presentation from Texoma Council of Governments (TCOG) Area Agency on Aging 

representative regarding free services available to Grayson, Fannin and Cooke Counties.  Judy 
Conner and Virginia Roads provided information on the free services their agency offers to those 
sixty years of age and over such as meals on wheels, caregiver services, support groups, respite 
care and benefits counseling.  The agency also helps those fifty five years of age and over to 
engage in volunteer programs. 
 

11. Hear a presentation on proposed Van Alstyne Community Development Projects for 
improvements to Dorothy Fielder Memorial Park in the amount of $12,260.00, North Park in the 
amount of $2,756.00, Forrest W. Moore Park in the amount of $46,660.00 and Wilson McKinney 
Park in the amount of $4,000.00.  The total cost of the proposed improvements is $65,676.00.  
Presentation provided during public hearing. 
 

12. Consider and take any action necessary regarding a request by the owner/agent of 14.320 acres of 
the property described as being a part of the James McKinney Survey, Abstract No. 770, being a 
part of the 43.976 acre tract of land conveyed by Warranty Deed from Mont Hendricks, Joanne 
Davidchik and Sandra Watkins, to Felix Land Partners, L.P., on November 29, 2007, recorded in 
Volume 4367, Page 337, Official Public Records, Grayson County, Texas to rezone a portion of 
the property from the current zoning of SF – 1 (Single Family Residential District) to P.D. 
(Planned Development). The property described above is located on the north side of 
Blassingame Ave and South of Greywood Drive.  Timmerle Kelly made a motion to table the item 
until the regular August 2015 meeting.  Billy Plake seconded the motion and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

13. Consider and take any action necessary regarding adoption of an Ordinance adopting a new 
Subdivision Ordinance which includes, but is not limited to, General Provisions (including the 
adoption of a City Design Manual), Procedures for Plat Approval including administrative plats, 
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preliminary plats, final plats, replats, miscellaneous plats and abandonments and planned 
development districts, Design and Construction Standards, Apportionment and Legal Provisions 
including Penalty, Severability and Repealing clauses and an Effective Date and adopting the 
City Design Manual.  Frank Baker requested the item be tabled pending further legal review.  
Robert Jaska made a motion to table the item.  Billy Plake seconded the motion and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
14. Consider and take any action necessary regarding passage of an ordinance establishing a ”no 

truck zone” on Kelly Lane from St. Johns Drive to S. Dallas Ave.  Robert Jaska made a motion to 
approve the ordinance as presented.  Timmerle Kelly seconded the motion.  Because of the 
extensive conversations held over the topic, Billy Plake requested an explanation of what the 
ordinance prohibits.  Julie Fort advised that the ordinance will go by weight because an officer 
can run the tag and identify the weight which eliminates the potential for an unlawful stop.  The 
ordinance does not allow for a vehicle with a weight of more than thirteen tons on the identified 
route and requires the driver to have a commercial driver’s license.  Sargent Milner clarified that 
a semi-truck alone weighs thirteen tons so adding a trailer and a load will create a violation.  He 
also advised Council that the proposed ordinance is the simplest way to interpret and enforce the 
route identified.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
15. Consider and take any action necessary regarding authorizing the Mayor to cast a vote for a 

Director to the Red River Ground Water Conservation District.  Billy Plake made a motion to 
authorize the Mayor to cast a vote for Mark Patterson to the Red River Ground Water 
Conservation District.  Timmerle Kelly seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
18. Departmental Reports.  Landon Smith advised Council of the efforts of the Community Health 

Program’s work to add a wheelchair ramp to a citizen’s home at no cost to the citizen.  Steve 
White advised that improvements to Greywood are set to begin soon.  Judy Kimzey advised of 
increased foot traffic and increased volunteer hours.  Ms. Kimzey expressed gratitude to staff, 
volunteers and Gary Ballard for improvements to the irrigation system and advised that the 
butterfly garden installed by Keep Van Alstyne Beautiful is complete. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

In accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code (Open Meetings Law), the City Council may meet in a 
closed Executive Session pursuant to applicable laws. 

 
16. All items below for Executive Session: 

 
a) Convene into executive session pursuant to Section 551.071[Consultation with City 

Attorney] regarding the Palladium USA senior housing Planned Development Ordinance, 
procedure for filling Council vacancy and City Manager Evaluation. 
 

b) Convene into executive session pursuant to Section 551.074[Personnel Matters] Conduct 
interviews and deliberate the appointment of a public officer, specifically a city council 
member to fill the vacancy created by the forfeiture of Larry Cooper.   

 
c) Convene into executive session pursuant to Section 551.072[Real Property] regarding the 

purchase, lease and value of real property located at or near Industrial Park. 
 

d) Convene into executive session pursuant to Section 551.074 [Personnel                          
Matters] for annual evaluation of the City Manager. 

 
City Council recessed into closed session at 7:52 p.m. 
City Council reconvened into open session at 9:15 p.m. 
 

OPEN MEETING 
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17. Reconvene into Regular Session and discuss any item and/or take any action necessary as a result 
of the Closed Session.   
 
a) Convene into executive session pursuant to Section 551.071[Consultation with City Attorney] 

regarding the Palladium USA senior housing Planned Development Ordinance, procedure for 
filling Council vacancy and City Manager Evaluation.  No action taken. 
 

b) Convene into executive session pursuant to Section 551.074[Personnel Matters] Conduct 
interviews and deliberate the appointment of a public officer, specifically a city council 
member to fill the vacancy created by the forfeiture of Larry Cooper.  Timmerle Kelly 
nominated Nancy Webb to fill the vacancy.  Robert Jaska seconded the motion and the 
motion failed with Timmerle Kelly and Robert Jaska in favor and Billy Plake opposed.  Billy 
Plake made a motion to order a Special Election in November 2015.  Timmerle Kelly 
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Julie Fort advised Council that 
staff will have a resolution ordering the election for the regular August meeting. 
 

c) Convene into executive session pursuant to Section 551.072[Real Property] regarding the 
purchase, lease and value of real property located at or near Industrial Park.  No action taken. 
 

d) Convene into executive session pursuant to Section 551.074 [Personnel                           
Matters] for annual evaluation of the City Manager.  No action taken. 

 
 

19. City Manager’s Report.  Frank Baker advised Council of the Special Event Permit issued to the 
1st United Methodist Church for Vacation Bible School as they will be shutting down roadways 
for foot traffic.  Roadway improvements should not interfere with the event.  Council will be 
contacted shortly to poll for available dates to hold budget work session meetings. 

 
20. Mayor and Council Closing Comments.  Mayor Cooper spoke about the July 4th events around 

the City adding that all were well attended and enjoyable.  Robert Jaska advised that Keep Van 
Alstyne Beautiful is in full swing with lots of good things happening. 
 

21. Adjournment.  Timmerle Kelly made a motion to adjourn at 9:35 p.m. Robert Jaska seconded the 
motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      _______________________________ 
      Larry Cooper, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 

 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Jennifer Gould, City Clerk 
 


